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A perfect dinner was a beef-steak, a potato, a cut of cheese, a pint of port, and afterwards a pipe (never a cigar). When joked with by his friends about his liking for cold salt beef and new potatoes, he would answer humorously, "All fine-natured men know what is good to eat." Very genial evenings they were, with plenty of anecdote and wit and " thrust and parry of bright monostich." At good sayings my father would sit laughing away, " laughter often interrupted by fits of sadness," He would take off the voices and expressions of well-known public characters, protesting that "The oddities and angularities of great men should never be hawked about," or he would dramatically give parts of Shakespeare or of Moliere, or " enact with grim humour Milton's l So started up in his foul shape the fiend/ from the crouching of the toad to the explosion1.
He used also to do the sun coming out from a cloud, and retiring into one again, with a gradual opening and shutting of the eyes, and with a great fluffing up of his hair into full wig and elevation of cravat and collar; George IV. in as comical and wonderful away. 'The plump head-waiter of The Cock/ by Temple Bar, famous for chop and porter, was rather offended when told of the poem (' Will Waterproof'). ' Had Mr Tennyson dined oftener there, he would not have minded it so much/ he said. I think A. T.'s chief dinner resort in these ante-laureate days was Bertolinf s at the Newton's Head, close to Leicester Square. We sometimes called it Dirtolini's, but not seriously; for the place was clean as well as very cheap and the cookery good for the price. Bertolini himself, who came to take the money at the end of the feast, was a grave and polite man. He retired with a fortune I think2."
My father was a member of the Sterling Club, a literary Society of those days named in Sterling's honour, where he met many of his old fellow "Apostles." He
1 u Depend upon it," my father said, " Milton shot up into some grim Archangel, Fitz."    (1842.)
2 MS Note, Edward Fitzgerald.